
                                                                            

 

 

 Quincy, MASSACHUSETTS – March 18, 2015 
 

- - - 

 
Regular Meeting of the Quincy School Committee 

 

A regular meeting of the Quincy School Committee was held on Wednesday,  Regular 

March 18, 2015 at the Coddington Building.  Present were Mr. Paul Bregoli,  Meeting 

Mr. Noel DiBona, Mayor Thomas Koch, Mrs. Anne Mahoney, Mr. David McCarthy, 
and Mrs. Kathryn Hubley, Vice Chair.         Vice-Chair 
            Presiding  
 

- - - 

 

The Superintendent called the roll and Ms. Isola was absent.  Also present 
were:  Dr. Richard DeCristofaro, Secretary; Ms. Laura Owens, Clerk; Ms. Carol 
Austin, Ms. Casey Deaguero, Mr. Peter Dionne, Mr. Michael Draicchio, Mr. 
John Fagerlund, Mrs. Robin Franceschini, Mrs. Mary Fredrickson, Ms. Beth 
Hallett, Mr. Edward Holmes, Ms. Kathryn Kirwin, Ms. Rebecca McInnis, Mrs. 
Robin Moreira, Deputy Superintendent Kevin Mulvey, Mr. James Mullaney, 
Ms. Sarah Onofri, Mrs. Maura Papile, Mrs. Erin Perkins, Mr. Keith Segalla, Mr. 
Lawrence Taglieri, Ms. Judy Todd; Ms. Allison Cox, President, Quincy 
Education Association; Mr. Scott Alessandro, Citywide Parent Council Co-
President; and Student Representatives to School Committee Ms. Isabella 
Cobble (Quincy High School). 
 

- - - 

 

There was a moment of silence for service members serving overseas. 
 

- - - 

 

 

Mr. McCarthy made a motion, seconded by Mr. Bregoli, to approve the Regular Regular Meeting   
Meeting minutes for March 4, 2015.  On a voice vote, the ayes have it.   Minutes Approved  
            3/4/15 
 

Mr. McCarthy made a motion, seconded by Mr. Bregoli, to approve the Special  Special Meeting   
Meeting minutes for March 16, 2015.  On a voice vote, the ayes have it.   Minutes Approved  
            3/16/15 

  
- - - 

 

As no one wished to speak at Open Forum, School Committee moved to the next 
item on the agenda. 
 

Open Forum 
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- - - 
 

Dr. DeCristofaro opened the Superintendent’s Report by introducing the Inspire 
Quincy video, featuring the Middle School Parent Academy on Homework, 
Organization and Study Skills; the Read Across America rally at Squantum; Lunar 
New Year Celebration at Parker and Montclair; the Middle School Tech 
Engineering program; Atlantic Middle School STEM Fair; Skills USA District-Level 
Competition; and New Zealand educators at Clifford Marshall Elementary School. 
 
Executive Director Keith Segalla and Quincy High School Teacher Edward Holmes 
introduced the Outstanding Career & Technical Education Student of the Year, 
Henry Yip and Ms. Rebecca McInnis, Director of Career & Technical Education 
introduced the SkillsUSA district-level competition medalists, including Jessica 
Siders, Silver Medal, Advertising Design; Brianna McCombs, Silver Medal, Criminal 
Justice; Leanne Gough, Gold Medal, Criminal Justice; Hanson Le, Bronze Medal, 
Electrical Construction Wiring; Ryan Foy, Silver Medal, Electronics Technology; 
James Hagborg, Gold Medal, Electronics Technology; Cristian Peguero, Silver 
Medal, Internetworking; Bernardo Teixeira, Bronze Medal, Technical Computer 
Applications; Joseph McMahon, Silver Medal, Technical Computer Applications; 
and David Pham, Bronze Medal, Telecommunications Cabling. 
 
Director of Special Education Judy Todd introduced Kiwanis President Michelle 
Stenberg.  At their recent luncheon, Kiwanis announced that the Quincy chapter is 
dissolving and made donations totaling $25,000 to Quincy Public Schools, 
including $10,000 for the Special Olympics program, $5,000 each for Lincoln 
Hancock, Snug Harbor, and Clifford Marshall.  Ms. Stenberg thanked the School 
Community for the opportunity to work with the students and staff of the Quincy 
Public Schools.  Dr. DeCristofaro thanked Ms. Stenberg for the Kiwanis caring of 
students, many volunteers take part in school activities besides the valued 
financial support. 
 
Dr. DeCristofaro introduced Quincy Band Boosters President Lori Hagborg who 
announced a donation of percussion instruments for the Sterling Middle School 
band valued at $2,000.00 and wish the students many years of joy making music. 
 
Aspen Publication #15 was shared with School Committee.  
 
Dr. DeCristofaro suggested adding a Community Service update to the next Policy 
Subcommittee meeting. 
 
The recent Open Enrollment Advisory published on the website was reviewed.  It 
will be updated this week and shared with School Committee going forward. 
 
Middle School Swimming program is underway, under the direction of Sterling 
Middle School teacher Bob McGillicuddy.  The Citywide Swimming & Diving 
Championship will be held on Saturday, April 11 at the Lincoln Hancock Pool. 

Superintendent's 
Report  
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Upcoming School~Community Partnership events include the Credit for Life Fair 
on March 26 and the Partnership Breakfast on April 7. 
 
On March 9, Dr. DeCristofaro and Mr. Mullaney presented an overview of the 
budget development process to the Citywide Parent Council, including historical 
comparisons.  The budget presentation has been posted on the Quincy Public 
Schools website. 
 
At the recent Middle School Parent Academy, the improving rate of participation 
indicates a growing interest in these events.  The collaboration of 
Superintendent’s Leadership Team, principals, and teachers is producing high-
quality events on important topics.  The next parent evenings are the High School 
Course Selection Nights on March 23 (North Quincy High School) and March 26 
(Quincy High School). 
 
The Boston Symphony Orchestra and the John Adams Orchestra will be 
performing a free concert at Quincy High School on Sunday, March 22 at 2:30 pm 
 
Earlier today, Quincy Public Schools was awarded a Massachusetts Life Science 
Center $50,000 grant for the middle school Technology Engineering program; the 
funds will be used for new curriculum and technology. 
 
The HYPER Robotics team competed in a recent Regional meet in Lewiston, Maine 
and made it to the semi-finals. The district competition will be held at 
Northeastern University on March 26 where a team of 50 students will be looking 
to qualify for New England regional competition in April.  Thanks to Bluefin 
Robotics for sponsoring the Robotics team and Quincy High School Science 
Department Chair Ed Smith. 
 
The Quincy High School Drama Club is presenting Once Upon a Mattress on March 
27-29. 
 
Home-School Connections for the Atherton Hough, Beechwood Knoll, and 
Squantum Elementary Schools; Quincy and North Quincy High School; and the 
Extended Educational Programs were shared with the School Committee. 
 

- - - 
 

Mrs. Hubley  re-opened discussion of the School Year Calendar for 2014-2015, 
expressing disappointment at the need to revisit the issue. 
 
Dr. DeCristofaro reviewed that School Committee has had multiple discussions 
about the 2014-2015 Calendar, requesting a waiver from the Commissioner of 
Education which was denied, presenting Plan B which included extended days to 
the Deputy Commissioner, and petitioning Governor Baker to intercede on the 

Old Business 
 
2014-2015 School Year 
Calendar 
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waiver request.  At the Monday, March 16 Special School Committee meeting, the 
School Committee voted to extend the school year to June 26 with extended days for 
twenty-four days to make up two school days.   In conversations with the MBTA, it 
became clear that middle school transportation could not be easily rescheduled, a 
major impact for 500 students.  On Tuesday, March 17, Dr. DeCristofaro learned that 
the Braintree School Committee had voted on an out of school learning experience 
to make up a school day, in lieu of scheduling an additional day or extended days. 
 
Dr. DeCristofaro asked School Committee to consider allowing the development of a 
similar project in Quincy, utilizing community partners and Quincy Public Schools 
staff to create special programs.  A design team will be formed with representatives 
from the Superintendent’s Leadership and Principal Teams, academic classroom 
and program staff, community groups, and the QEA.  Dr. DeCristofaro thanked 
School Committee for their patience with this process which has been anything but 
direct.  Under this plan, the last day of school would still be Friday, June 26. 
 
Deputy Superintendent Kevin Mulvey suggested that procedurally, School 
Committee could amend the vote from the Special School Committee Meeting on 
March 16, replacing the language about extended day with language on the out of 
school learning experience. 
 
Mrs. Hubley said that this was a very disappointing process, the MBTA was not a 
partner and DESE has not assisted us.   
 
Mr. McCarthy asked for information whether the entire vote could be rescinded, and 
if a different motion could be made for Good Friday to be restored as a non-school 
day.  He asked for the cost difference between having school on Monday, June 29 
and Friday, April 3 and the difference is about $14,000. 
 
Mr. Bregoli said the Commissioner’s lack of transparency in this process has made 
School Committee look foolish; options were available that we were not fully 
explained.  Mr. Bregoli said the last couple of days have caused staff and parents to 
be concerned about issues of safety and childcare needlessly.  Mr. Bregoli said not 
only is he disappointed, he is outraged. 
 
Mr. Bregoli moved to amend the motion that was adopted at the Special School 
Committee Meeting held on Monday, March 16, 2015, regarding the scheduling of 
extended days and replacing them with structured out-of-school learning time that 
will be equivalent to two school days (in both days and hours).  The Superintendent 
shall work with professional staff in order to plan and implement this out-of-school 
structured learning time. 
 
Mr. DiBona seconded the motion.  On the motion, Mr. DiBona objected to the 
bureaucracy that put School Committee in the uncomfortable position of having to 
rescind the vote they took two days ago.  Mr. DiBona would like to discuss in 
Subcommittee online resources that are available for parents in case of multiple 
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days of school cancellation. 
 
Mrs. Mahoney agreed with Mr. DiBona, and would like School Committee to address 
the 2016-2017 School Year Calendar as soon as possible.  Addressing the calendar 
up front will give School Committee more control to plan and not be reacting to 
issues.  The decision to cancel school was the right decision, it was not safe for 
students to travel to school.  We have learned that we can’t predict the weather, but 
we can address some of the issues in advance. 
 
Mr. McCarthy asked as a point of order, that the discussion return to the subject of 
the motion. 
 
Mr. Bregoli agreed with Mrs. Mahoney and asked to move to a vote. 
 
On a roll call vote, the ayes have it, 5-1.  Mr. McCarthy voted NO.  Ms. Isola was 
absent. 

- - -  
 
Elementary Curriculum Coordinator Erin Perkins, Principal Robin Moreira, and 
teachers Casey Deaguero, Carol Austin, Robin Franceschini, Kathryn Kirwin, and 
Sarah Onofri presented on the development process of the new Elementary School 
Report Card.  A team of teachers was assembled from each grade at each elementary 
school to create a standards-aligned report card that will be prepared and delivered 
electronically.  Representatives from Academic Programs and Academic Support 
Staff and Instructional Technology participated in the planning and development of 
the report card format.   
 
Design team work included identifying the key standards to address for all 
curriculum areas and developing parent-friendly language that condensed the 
language of the standards.   Vertical alignment between grade levels was an 
important part of the process, along with developing detailed grading rubrics.  
Modifications to the standards were also developed to assist with assessing English 
Language Learners and Special Education students. 
 
Mrs. Perkins emphasized that each school has a representative on each grade level 
team, so that there are two staff members per grade level at each school who have 
been involved in the development of the report card.  Mrs. Perkins reviewed the 
timeline, the anticipated training and rollout, and checkpoints where School 
Committee will receive updates.  In addition, two Parent Academy events are 
scheduled for this spring, the first on April 2 at 6:30 pm.  These events are designed 
to assist parents in the transition to the new report card and terminology.  In 2015-
2016, the terms dates will be shifted to make them an equitable length.  The first 
term will end in early December.   
 
In conclusion, Mrs. Perkins thanked Ms. Ellen Garofalo and the support team at 
Aspen for their collaboration on this complicated project.  Draft language has been 

New Business  
 
New Elementary  
School Report Card 
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imported into Aspen and creation of individual teacher pages is underway.   
 
Mr. Bregoli thanked Mrs. Perkins and the team for their efforts in developing the 
revised elementary report card.  Quincy Public Schools involves teachers as an 
integral part of decision-making and teacher investment in the end product is key to 
success.  Mr. Bregoli was concerned that the depth of the report card will make 
parent conferences more lengthy.  Mrs. Perkins noted that since the report card will 
be available prior to conferences, that should allow parents to review the report 
card and note their questions prior to the conference.  Mr. Bregoli asked for and 
received confirmation that comments will be provided.  Mr. Bregoli asked whether 
there had been discussion about changing the grading rubric from 1 through 4.  Mrs. 
Perkins said it had been discussed, but given that the report card itself is a huge 
change for teachers and parents, so the decision was made to retain the familiar 
grading rubric.  Mr. Bregoli asked about record keeping and the Student Records 
team will be reviewing procedures across all grades.  Mr. Bregoli thanked the team, 
looking forward to seeing the finished product.  Mr. Bregoli asked if some standards 
are term-specific, Mrs. Perkins said that a system for indicating standards not yet 
addressed in the early terms is still in development. 
 
Mrs. Hubley asked about translated languages.  Mrs. Perkins said Aspen allows for 
up to five languages; Chinese and Vietnamese are definite choices, the other three 
languages are still to be determined. 
 
Mrs. Mahoney complimented the realignment of the reporting dates, they will now 
match the middle school term breaks.  Mrs. Mahoney thanked all the presenters, a 
spectrum of experience from first year teachers to veterans of over 20 years.  Mrs. 
Mahoney asked how teachers will work together to ensure grades are appropriate.  
Mrs. Perkins said that detailed rubrics are being developed to assist teachers and 
professional development will focus on this next fall.  Mrs. Mahoney supports the 
electronic format and Aspen as a complete record-keeping tools.  Thanked the 
group for all the hard work, very beneficial for all students. 
 
Dr. DeCristofaro thanked the presenters and the entire Elementary Report Card 
team for their efforts.  Their input ensures that this will be a sound product, very 
proud of all the work in the classroom. 
 

- - -  
 
Mr. DiBona introduced a resolution in support of Farm to School: 

Whereas, the Farm to School project complements the Quincy Public Schools 
Wellness goals for students, staff and families through educational connections to 
nutrition, local sourcing of food, and the science of farming; 
Whereas, the Farm to School project is an opportunity for Quincy Public Schools 
students, families, staff, and local partners to contribute to the improvement of the 
greater Quincy community; 
Therefore, be it known the Quincy School Committee strongly supports the Quincy 

Resolution in Support 
of Farm to School 
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Public Schools collaboration with the City of Quincy’s Planning & Community 
Development department on the Farm to School project. 

 
Mr. DiBona made a motion in support of the Farm to School resolution, seconded by 
Mr. McCarthy.  On a voice vote, the ayes have it. 
 

- - - 
 
Mayor Koch made a motion to appoint Elizabeth Jordan as a School Nurse.  Mr. 
McCarthy seconded the motion and on a roll call vote, the ayes have it 6-0.  Ms. Isola 
was absent. 

- - - 
 

School Nurse  
Appointment 

Mayor Koch made a motion to approve the overnight travel of Quincy High School’s 
SkillsUSA to the Massachusetts State Leadership Conference in Marlborough, 
Massachusetts from April 30 to May 2, 2015.  Mr. DiBona seconded the motion and 
on a voice vote, the ayes have it. 
 

- - - 
 
Mayor Koch made a motion to approve the out of state travel of Sterling Middle 
School Grade 6 to Canobie Lake Park in Windham, New Hampshire on June 17, 
2015.  Mr. DiBona seconded the motion and on a voice vote, the ayes have it. 

Overnight Travel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Out of State Travel 

 
- - - 

 

 

Mrs. Mahoney asked for a copy of the Commissioner’s Advisory from March 13, 
2015; it was emailed earlier to all School Committee members. 
 

- - -  
 

Additional  Business 
 

Upcoming meetings were announced:  School Committee on April 8, 2015 and 
Subcommittee Meetings: Special Education on Wednesday, March 25, 2015; 
Teaching & Learning on Monday, March 30, 2015; and Facilities & Security and 
Quarterly Budget & Finance on Monday, April 13, 2015. 
 

- - -  
 

Communications 

There were no Reports of Subcommittees. 
 

Reports of  
Subcommittees 
 

- - -  
 
Mayor Koch made a motion to adjourn for the evening at 9:00 p.m.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. McCarthy and on a voice vote, the ayes have it.  

Adjournment 
 

 


